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"He is said to have (Shri, Bhudevi) and Lakshmi or Sri as His
wives ¥

g ofy 453"

“20f8T) T HEo Tddenod oo I BYHd BB JodTdd”

@ wdHJokhy SgoBL.

“This passage clearly states that the Supreme being has Lakshmi

as His consort, by which we can conclude that He is none other than
Vishnu Himself." Purusha Sukta is called the Rg. Veda Khila. (supplement

of Rg. Veda) 4
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23, "Brahmanas are prose portions which explain the Vedic mantras.

They too form part of the Vedas. (15)
"The Satapatha Brahmana refers to a divinity called 'Narayana' who

performed a pancaratra and became great."
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‘Narayana is a non-vedic divinity mentioned for th first time in the
passages of the Satapatha Brahmana'
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“Narayana means the place where narasgo. In other words we
may say that Narayana stands for the collective entity of man Nara for

the individual". (®
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evidence in favour of the identification of Narayana with Vishnu probably
to be traced in the Bodhayana dharma sutra (5 B.C) e
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"Apart from these we do not have any thing to pointout the

Supremacy of Vishnu in the Rg. Veda. Scholars are of the view that
though there is nothing expressive of Visnu's supremacy in the Rg.
Veda, What we have is enough to suggest His supremacy. Of special
significance is the statement there is a spring of honey in Vishnu's

highest abode, ' Honey is the another name of amrta
88 dpe DER0HB g ey
"This suggests that Vishnu's place is the place of immortality

which is called 'Moksha'. This is to state that Vishnu is the Supreme
being because he who confers liberation can alone be the Highest

Brahman." @
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"Vedic Aryans did not satisfy the religious spirit of all sections of the

people. This lead to religious speculation of a different type and thinkers
like the authors of Mundakopanishad began to questian the value and
efficacy of sacrifice. This philosophical speculations of this age gave rise
among other religious sects like those Vardhamana of Jain, Siddhartha
of Sakhya, Vasudeva of vrsnis. (all three favouring the doctrinerof
Ahimsa as well as the Philosophical ideas clothed in the words of the
Upanishads)

At the beginning the following of these three was meagre but their

systems gradually became prominent." 3
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The earliest account of Vasudeva, the great teacher is found in

the chandogyopanishad where he represented as the son of Devaki
and pupil of Rsi Ghora Angirasa. He was a teacher of Yadava tribe,

which was famous in the age of the Brahmanas : 206 3312088 5085
Epdo §.3r. 65 Faregsn T8 D) 88 SOAWNOBIN DS HwHHe. @Y

“Vishnu's supremacy is established in a few Upanishads like the
Subala and the Mahanaraayana Upanishad.
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[In which Narayana, Vasudeva, Vishnu are regarded as one and

the same deity] ©?®
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"It is said that when the Gods wanted to know who is stronger of
the two, Vishnu by a mere 'humkara' made Siva motionless. Then all
the assembled Gods and sages considered Vishnu as the Supreme."

BErain P IrEInDons Doy,

‘oD 8 dirgiar) 'S eSgses”
"My friend, | permit you to go to upper regions to attain moksha."
If Rama were an ordinarry mortal, he could not have made the above

statement.
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"Inthe Sabhaparva is narrated the story of how Sisupala's soul enters
the person of Sri Krisna in the presence of all the assembled kings" ©?

"Mahabharata generally speaks of the deity as Narayana the
application of his other name 'Vishnu' being comparitively rare" ¢

The Mahabharata is of importance for the history of Vaisnavism for
it is the earlier" work indicating the rise of devotional cults and giving a
sectarian account of the Vaishnavaite divinities Vasudeva, Krishna,
Narayana and Vishnu. Recent researchers have revealed that the great
epic of India is not patchwork, or a mortely assortment of hetrogenous

harmonious work having an organic unity and a conscious design" &3
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"Mahabharata and the Puranas usually identify Vasudeva Krishna
of the Satvata family with the higher God and represent Him as the
founder of the religion characterized by Bhakti and called the Bhagavatha

Satvata or Viasnava dharma. ¢

HoBHFS Do|rHoB0S FEIL0 FYFEH ShrHB AS DRS00 HgabSoorr
308008 JASHIvey IZYHOH 3T IgSnen. vk

“ErRSEE TY) TS Fe0oS

BRPII rBE BYEIS

119




520D Jdgdwen KOACD Soodd

800 2080 BHEIS

EdAS 2STTIne cHS)Swen

&Yoo SEA0TE BYHd I

DS oBdS 3‘360535&3@5‘?5 Sood

Qoo S8 BYod I

38S500s Be Iorod Jgude

28 IVEKC BAS SrBYH s

8308 KrE § Jo8LrB Dot

FBS BYsS oS 3% (2-438)

“H85 PR wrendis

G0 3uE), SBFTELK.” (2-509)
®d Sgodl.

RDTERNOO° VPR VI0D

QorS0eS’ Z3JIJOH P30 YTredn JRPYTesn. JoIHe
T Z'E ErdS DN D), HESEBNK DFSSomr Te30.

“osdg oSS dee, 8 &Y adR

BIEHWT WISTTR() IPF QT VS0

DY) FTINAIT ©5S00DF BIo VST, EHPIT WI5SB0NS
58S, DRPYF IAIIBT ‘wSFond’ 8 $gons.

BErROS® FHTEd g vSessor SrEd of FEynd
SESES0m BEBoTs.

‘O3 worders I K[ FH>S”

Bgas0 §RB FHTBE SgoBo.

S STk epSes, we, 0¥s;, 8, BE* Kordwed® Erdcsna)
&Q 3gond.

65, B, Koo S8 diy HEE BIrRS0S,

120




O, ERwts H086ven - BOHHR.Y

TS K 0850 )Y 6 JrEIB. rrRSE FHhe e &°&
vy Ho8gS

@8 DFDB 338 F¥dn ok TET e F§

©8 BHHAD Ve gHosBin wTv IBomT a0 F§

356800 Y I68 IEE BSS0%0

SHPRT TOABRTYEB Vol @IBE 3§

IrIPEIr 235 300DS oDHSrSSne 0

R B8 BL0BE oo DEBY (GoHB F§

S08A Yoo S'eg B0 § Jo8wHs e

DS B wrBBoDHS B0k TS 3

BKHAE D eSS (BRD) Srchetos &%A

H0TBEY DB VIHD JIF0 e FE (B 107) (2-41)

FHITO @ISO IHED Wddokd

TO8 YTErw TGRBIR TE

o oSrafed) T8 Sapen

wo8oBS FOTSE FBYHck (2-404)

wACESD S08O “BIXD HiFrgo TH Ao’ Aol S8owId
“E™S® 0 Fom ecirD:” Y TS en §OA IS $68 AFHenodhS
FEe0 & PSINDH BOESIVEY ©I0BE SGden S0, *

D G300 JrSS @FabInm riSed Yoo APosyR
DBoVTITrS &esrowrey E557FS00l0 §e»(1§0‘$.nz$)@5.

FRBYE HESS0M Ko IZS HESN InYInEs wo TETT e
SoS08 B8 HEI0SKH SYSL SRS, 7

SSozSne HB0D ok, TTErE THSIN ‘TS’ @Fodos
2858, §5), 45§ Srg5ne SHHEDINIE THII0E GFEI0M Sg5T00%
wdDHIHB.

TETES FOSSI $1¢ IOESD Joflo oSN HLE ToBIG.
S ToeoH OGS il .4, 25 FERINIL FEgsn wIoeS DTN

. s = —121




50w Sobgden - COUDIRY
30050uWR)D. (0, TEZHENIE Ho20HodS ddaHSves dIdS0M
35323&26:). 59§Zme>o, @6@5533&», ;’)d‘sé:éooeé) faSYaTo T I ég:f)u) ¢
P EGENS® SSSKo. ED¢ grers B0 20 TARYOL B0R0GODS
28w $H000D T rrSneIT JFLoIAIL. & ITdsn J0E
Sofn TEEHLEH DEIEN ‘TE SHYIH’ HosSwS ‘PH0EEE B85
$5008" 0R@S KBS grerd H05E™ BIge0 AoHAoH088, (38)

wmg (PoSinSs S8 BBF505% 0§ TS Srdrs’ odm g
5550 o BESS. IEENOS'D DY “BGHErSE T 5godRaR.

DOL0 B DYHSO 'V’ BYHD

&S b (wfo S 5) éaog PoSS0% wRTIST DRI
(SrBrS) 2 Sogosodso

&6 T00HE 0 FHoly L&D DIEL S ) ED DoAD YT’ (0BS5S
Dty SotrSoes §80B.

‘BHErS SrdYots Sr@d 58 o BIvdoln Sodfodre U
DIEHEDIB. VGG gD ToraDe’ B 9SS BHIrS s PS>
AodwB58. “0

& ofnsd DoIB EJe° EnSnoN DIV GES0IS Tar
‘BGSrE & SBPoBS.

5208 weg BBEY Teen 8HIrS 0ot S 880D $oi) TS0k
Feod (Lo EOAS00BE T8 BHywadss.

D D38poM wf ‘TS 500N o Kol sToswn T8 (8.3, 55 )
AKHSrS mEen RyrgdSnodo K)’)ééa(bzﬁ)é)&

HO I8 @O S SEgENS Y PDowod G MEew DJBoD
283D, Hgo DPBooo 28 ©I& Jr§ SHHV00N SN BHSrS
150, ‘8IS Ko DB 580D EDoBH.

EHOE 8B FoBEgHNS DIRYD MoB. ‘GG SIE Tgidgsn Ko
B8 oS o §00B%0. ‘T @Sk w5TE Y IF A0S,

QOKKSIB0 5081, DS SB0KB50L 00BIK BHITrS ™ FAASTBI0.
122 - =




0%, 5ot HoBuden - COADIRL

B 5rS S0l Eo Erd0S 8g0B8 TESLE ST B 5gsw
ST Sinm S Suxd. BE oagind 8HIrS ©§)d Krg)S JSdoen
DB PR 5EgE0S K886 0 D YPETErE °HgH0S 2OTENSE
O%0wTS Kt €S #6550 oD 085D Dobey HHEI, 8sd
BLHIFSTT H0erAOBEAS TEIC0 WPIZoB0. KRB DRI L&Y K.«

ER Do Sgow FITSYHes OGS0 HogIDoDS dBoaH
5003 JKE oINS Era DEB TgHowT Boen g EMYBBED
Y P08 0S50 WOEE S 220DEIFADIN DBV & WOLIEES0SK
FADETFoHBE & SHINS JoSY KRG el g S0IT $0BDE
BrEog B0D BEOTI0L HOBID G S0k, “ stodhen IS S50
Hfen Bonm FRSD DSBoBS.

DYaD SosnS PP SLIE Tow Erd S¢S 58§ S5T 380D 2858.“7
od)doahg 084S :

“YgS08 SHgasrs &8 $5;90SIT

DSBS 57 &Y ur e

Sndco8 dSwedd S Srwerd I

SScE Fod I8y 338 V8" K 178 (2-387)

FaTon o DY S, BBB0, B55w SHos0s Sbeo 85082,
D85 S085500 HHSIN 3B VoTHHHEI, v SSrEYSDS
HBED BHIFSK LE 0B HEBS' DIE 5 TR0 Sk BErSrS
8005 @3NS e ST eS0T DoFES sgao ESoeBasosoone
RIeTIATNAN

‘COST 585508 wrolyigd dooo 3godpID.

“S8) TR PESH darrcasyBod

WX @ &M EET,S

FodSos >0 S FY) FQ) Hod Wod

oHER Y 0B DsSrs” (11.2.70)

“S&ytn” BS5 BoPLING® DPPENST TIGENS BHErS T

— - —— 123




0,50t Ho8Edey - COELIRY
Hood iy 38O S5 FAEFEL. SrdSs 8D 8 Srds dowo
500D% dven $IDBY $goTo. RS FerSgSns® IR ‘56&6‘25)&5.)’ s
BrRrs 8 BHIFSED DA 8o HID00tHEIH. BHSrS SothE ol
Toswr®'s ‘8w’ ofod WVEE SNodIWI  WwIowob
E55EG BB,

SoEE 570508 JLoSa&S JoB\BMESw, He3PB PHodSnos® KR
How0e MEey, Ho83 Srdy (Ttaghin) $8oDadSd. seihe SSI0S S &
DEBS SgSD MSSEND.

SrsPotn JREE ©I& VM SBS® Sood &80 D§D VIS HED
S TEKLB D08 ‘el oIS DD FFEISEI Do SuHDR.
DX EE 5755 DoYBD BSG B20ogEn e $§55°005 2kwdd)D.

QW; BROFBVLSO B V0D

E& el
S B0¢ IS TEEK), oS SWE YAoETS” ©d 8 BRET
B2 e SBDINK IDhoD T°T° 0N BBoBD.

o7 w9(S Brdgs S BHS BIINE® Jg $YyoB.

DAEre) N Yop SESw0E 3§ EradS B $8od
‘85508 D) A FEINOK WIONBIY WESw B,

FOND Wl “DRY D DHIrS, TS, IBSrS, 8HIrS
IBNHIFS TSErS FSPBIrS (FaFon) Jofd> ©d Sos'God
BFoDoDB. ASS870%, IEV0TVI, T 88000, AZSTrAD W3
STTHD rHdw.

Fé@ees Fopdors (o) Johdsnd, dg 8HIrd (50dd)
SoHE (307500) Ho060KE §'S5rS (A tha Sno FRrTHT) Sl
(88T o0 290 §goe.

DAEreN VS’ TToher JoREES (So8rens) ST ew
2BBNHYD (5820T0A) APrer, ST°T0R, BdBows DS (SLJG Tow)

O w38 bdbe DI W WO, BN ‘a‘é;&ﬁo 8BS0l chohd SR
124 et

@1&




OBERREs S08THD - BOEHIR,Y
(22) SyRoPo (21) R (16) T0HJm LG o (17) Jorssd
(34) 3864 (62) Soirdo (70) Senbdeo IRHD HHBoNS.

BYFT T HOS* SSmerid 60, WHOS wegdeotdty F85R
BFHen HEIED. PHS VoBTABNBE Bresn ‘Vetho & ok
BHITR DRADBD. $Bregd BSTES FIB0m Tewlr Puogdnes:
JwoRond.

2000708 FES0 - B E0

oD PES0 - BT3B

@(665@365500 - 205 8HJ0md

FHIS FE30 - DT DI

Q088 & Sded FoFNGIIAE A, ISTHA WHGSD. D
TADINY'S* JHSDE Jow0d BFE BLINTS v HouESN JBBOL
2858, Sooh Doy 3TN S0k, ofToabe B v O
sy HoSKOS S BOLH. DH' LI FHgR0d 8B’
©Q ©FS50. R0HoNS EDSH FrdSw.

SEPLLLO-DPOD

‘850508 SEBE SoFEH BE FB0SE SrdS ErdSns ererd
AT ©i800BH. 578y BES" §6) Do Heong S0’ Igsw
BT ¥ Sod P8 FEPI 8385 wBHET IS OGS
38550 @88 ToBIBID, AEHL ToSINSIN Somodsn BEY Big
PogIne ForodSm rdowdEndo.

"The next land-mark in the history of Tamil Vaisanavism is the rise

of a school of philosophers known as Acaryas." 7
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"The temple festivals, the sect makers and the methods of life

afforded ample opportunities for the democratization of Vaisnavism
without violating the sacred institutions of Vedic Puritanism" He gave
them a place in Vaisnavism by allowing them to wear sect marks, to
dress themselves, like Vaisanavas to intiate their custom and habits
and to study them (Vaisnavas) Prabandham.

No Vaisanava temple is considered perfect without his image, no
festival proper without the celebrations of his greatness and no
ceremonious occasion is adequately solemn without the invocation of

his blessings and favour. ©©

3 Tdrdoaren HEHHHOAS DED 333 S8806° S, Boe ©I&
BeTpen 145 Fa°g) QS0 erKSnS GBI, Fodrdwre DI Sorod,
B3oen, Hoeard HiF*Sntoen D3P PS50 S00¥B000. Jorod B ardge
T8 J08BHY ‘sodh Kob' ©S5eE5 JYen HAILH, I FEFodSoe
E08 ©HESVM SsSen FNS.

Sorod Baow DI ‘BBIS FEYOI& FH VDY HERIKH
WM ©8R0D BI%e T8 FEI0H PWrESsn BaPINS. TH ‘©f)
BTN’ TR BIODIETEND. IO DI WSHeD ‘WBSS IS
VT dg HED So¥obos FEND. wKSrErdgen ITTEoSEEN Jorod B
So8trardogd B3¢ dopmrabsndfsgoh FEEISN 5§ o Jood
38550 BDEJ BOS0DHHB.

8 oSron FoBTUHEN $HB00D HTETHLs FIHS So850%
S8 B80S PardSn B8,

128 s it i o




oﬁ‘mc%.ﬁoégm-eema»ag

"The great movement of Vaisanava religious devotionalism, which

began to spread and regenerate the masses during the middle ages
had its origin (Dasakuta) inaugrated in the Karnataka in South India in

13 A.D. by Madhvacharya."
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“The existence of Vyuha doctrine has been traced by Agarwal and

Banerjeo to the begining of 2 B.C. on the authority of Patanjali Maha
bhashya."

“In The Narayaniya section of Mahabharata Vishnu explains to
sage Narada that Avyakta presence is unknowable and that it becomes
knowable when it assumes form adding further that this happens
through His emanated succession of personified elements Vasudeva,
Sankarshana, Pradyumna, Aniruddha respectively kshetrajna, Jeeva,

Manas, Ahamkara" Qe T8 & g dgoddnm SrdBAHBIR
SO0 TS,

"Vyuha aspects of the Lord met in a solidatary example from
kondamotu in A.P. which will prove that the concept was popular both in

North and South India during the beginning of Christian era" ©
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Frgrdrdinen $godaddd. "The Vaikhanasa agama evolves the five
fold conception of God Vishnu as Vishnu, Purusa, Satya, Acyuta and
Aniruddha. These five are equated with the five "beras" in a Vishnu
temple. Vishnu is all pervading and is said to reside in the Dhruva bera,
Purana, Kautuka, Satya, Utsava, Acyuta, Snapana, Aniruddha, Bali.
All the five are the requisites for a true arca form of God. Thus there are
five "beras" in a Vishnu temple following the Vaikhanasa form of

worship."©¢8.
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‘It may be noted that even in the Vibhava aspect, called the

avataras, these four Vyuhas are corresponding to Sri Krishna
(Vasudeva) Balarama his elder brother called (Sankarshana) Pradyumna
(Manmatha) the son of Krishna and Rukmini and Aniruddha (Krishna's

grandson) respectively. ©9
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‘werdHSrs® vy Juradd@’ (one who does not have birth at all,
appears or is born as several). ©2
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“In the period before the rise of the Pallavas the avatara concept
was well known in the Tamil country but the traditional list of ten avataras

does not appear to have been finally evolved"® &&%H583 8sHon
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"Avatara-vada had its beginning in the Rg. Veda. The doctrine took

deep roots only in the Gupta period as it is evident from the inscription
belonging to the period between 4-8 A.D. ®" The number of Avataras get
crystalisd only in 8 A.D. confirmed by an inscripton found at Mamalla
puram of Mamalla Narasimha where the names of 10 avataras are

listed"

"A passage of the late Narayaniya section of Mahabharata

mentions the four avataras of Varaha, Narasimha, Vamana & Manusha.
The earliest sections of the epic do not contain any list of the
incarnations.

Another passage of the same section adds to the list ihe names
of the deified heroes Rama Bhargava and Rama Dasaratha, while in
the third passage a list of the incarnations is offered by adding Hamsa,
Kurma, Matsya, Kalki.

We have a reference to the incarnation of Vishnu in "Gadha Sapta

sati" attributed to Hala king of Satavahanas who compiled it.
ERE Fordg DOPESS* Sooir, SEVoI, TS, T, HEHT

0368 Wioden o,

"Although the number of primary incarnations of Vishnu appears

to have been fixed quite at ten, their names vary in the list given in the
early Puranas."

“Later Vaishnava literature recognised three kinds of avataras (1)
T 03878 (2) wof viers (3) ¥IF VIS,

"With the increasing popularity of incanrations, the Vyuha concept
receded more into the back ground." 6’
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. & angrderdind Hood 'But the account of Buddha popularised

by the Vaishnava priests was in no way complimentary to Him. They
describe Him as cheat (Mayavi) who has brought about the ruination of
asuras by mischievously diverting their attention from the righteous
path of Vedic ritualism. This story became so popular that it was
repeated in the Karimnagar inscription of Gangadhara (11 A.D.) the
smarta minister of Kakati Rudra deva. By about the later part of the 5
A.D. Buddha became an incarnation of Vishnu. But in sculpture it appears

late." ©7)

ARFodLe sl T8 SodIYaDHo rIrd wedigy T8
STIeS ITT HToS wESedsn 28 I0EBK. VOIS vookH
TSNS SrHeYP8 TISSNeS' B8 vierdiven o).

2 Adwod $AS IFST odHSrordge TSRS Sodglen
88050832, AT TRIND $PoIYL HSrarhgen T3S 5N
o &°8od atn §5083%.

‘206508 wgiohoms &%) Bow

EooSer $H0d worrd How

J0Bd Jdsven IE8BYS Bow

Dendd Ked Bod By Bow

E080H% Frsrod TAROODS Bow

5038 SIA'E 6 Bow

8 o) 2OBS IHEAS Bow

wS80K Frord I0dK Bow

J0050 2OIQ Bowo I BYS Dow

S TR BN Bow

DEIe SrdSven Po@dIEMW

&Ko HENE Fgtion

8% Jo¥rserdH@ Irfomn BKHY




06,50 ms Hodsven - BoabR,

@reveder §ORE Son (65 30) (1-134)

BPEEE Do8ESS* 20GrdEs (HF0HDH VIrardhgen mIoBKD. B
8 HBGESNES WETIEEI0 Dy SoB.

‘88,00 SYTen SEeBE), B0

DEY, SGS0en A REI8D

D8R $80 Ard 3 Joserd NG

85,0 VKb PO BIEI8D

TO BHHIG BEgIHO IrHIH oI

SaresireoS'd Sndoen e Aok

S DopgBs dée SHEo080oBD ol

O 060 68 K& 0HXHFDB AFok.” 37 TLH 15-211
O ‘Broird M ed SOE HESESH. TS W WOGE & 2
Sgssre BESns B dodgles® HIsn MmISE)R. edHSradges
“Bodyg BrESTI Sododg V0T THIT aNFT S TN TR rERgEDs”
©d Hody8 FeHdEin ETIEEINOLH QBoDD. T HERO EBE
BN

“BOd 20&S 2ORITDS

20 AP D&y wod 2O

2O S-S Bod KoY

Togs I3 T D" (7-157) & H0885e* drQoB. Sod)g
Eromf 93878500 HIodends HB3oISTgESVeD.

S0 ©Send HF0d wwhglsns EEES80M mESE. 886aH
$0irde® A8 S0 Frdod WS ST ED HPEHS IS EL BOWEIL.
S0 Srddy AYBoDWE IETOSN0 SHTE T°Srf, YT RSN TSN
B8 PRI vI3& S0 HBKBoI0AIB.

BEROTSE S50 (E0ENSG FoFErHINSG FeoSnBS.

TRTIEES0 J0HINEL wOAIEINS DY SordodrEsne
BEDRS SGTTES0T KarodwdSs. FEIE @i s e g

138




08,50 Hodyen - eOchiR.g
S0&° Feoywddo. "This incarnation directly derived from the much earlier
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"Balarama is differently known also Baladeva, Balabhadra,
Sankarsana and as the first he was among the Vrsni. Heroes and as

Vyuha Vasudeva and finally as an avatara :
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"The one important or factor in the development of the Vaisnava

pantheon during the Gupta period was the inclusion of Buddha into the
avatara fold which cut at the very root of the Buddhist religion. The
spread of these ideas in the South must have taken place shortly after
the end of 4 A.D. and became popularised in the Tamil country by about

the 7 A.D." 70
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"The protecting character of Visnu's activities is emphasized by

sayana who in commenting upon Rg. Veda furnishes us with the
explanatioi of karmani palana. His protecting functions is indeed often

recorded may be reason for avataras"
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"Visnudharmottara purana states that the Gods were visible in their
physical forms in the Satya, Treta, Dwapara yugas but with the advent of

kali they can be seen only in images" 7®
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"The important reference to the use of icon is found in the

Mahabhashya of Patanjali, who gives the word 'arca’ for image."
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"The inscription which belongs to the first half of the first century

A.D. records setting up of the stone images of the woship of the Panca
Viras of the Vrsnis in a stone shrine. The word 'Pratima’ and 'arca’ are

used in this record to denote the images.” $§ga% Soh &85 DA,
B0 BT S0 .. IS Fergsen Fosn TEE LEYIHASE. 2 IZS
DIMSNO S BANEIVOE D Erdain)d.

“In the Deccan, the earliest epigraphic reference to the worship
of the Vaisnava deities occurs in the Nanaghat records of Naganika,
the queen of the Satavahana ruler. Sri satakarni. 74
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"The development of Puranic Vaisnavism must have started

sometimes in the late Upanishadic period say ie. 5, 6 B.C. and developed
into a cult with philosophical basis at least by the time of Bhagavad

Gita of Mahabharata (at east 3 B.C.) "
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"The eariiest reference to Narasimha is in an invocation to Him in

Taittiriya Aaranyaka where He is described as possessing sharp claws
and fangs" Maha Narayana Upanishad assigned by competent scholars

to the 3 B.C. the Gayatri mantra of Narasimha is given" ®
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sculptured on the pillars of the Tirucuttumala of Simhachalam temple."
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